
Buaya Zine Introduction 
 

Buaya: The Making of a Non-Myth, the prep-room project, first emerged when 
conservator, Kate Pocklington received a crocodile specimen that was originally exhibited at 
the Raffles Museum in 1887. A receipt for a taxidermied leopard found amongst the 
crocodile stuffing sparked Pocklington’s research frenzy. This curios was also shared by 
artist Lucy Davis which then became the inspiration her 2014 artwork Nanyang Meadows. 
This work was displayed under the exhibition Unearthed at the Singapore Art Museum. This 
crocodile has garnered much interest from both Pocklington and Davis and had sustained 
iterations of creative expressions. Based on Pocklington’s and Davis’s continuous research 
of the crocodile, the NUS Museum prep-room project Buaya: The Making of a Non-Myth is 
not merely a revival of past interests but a furtherance in the generative discursive 
possibilities of one crocodile. 

 
Inspired by the prep-room project Buaya: The Making of a Non-Myth, NUS Museum 

interns David and Natalie designed and compiled this zine as an extended exploration of the 
possibilities the project possessed. Acting as an incubatory space, the prep-room in NUS 
Museum serves as “A site of exploration, experimentation and encounters”1, where curators 
and artists converge to present burgeoning ideas and concepts, while simultaneously 
allowing for public engagement and interaction with the exhibition-making process, a 
collaboration that may, or may not, eventually culminate in a formal exhibition. According to 
the head of the museum, Mr Ahmad Mashadi, “In the prep-room, internships, mentorships 
and encounters bridge knowledge, disciplines, experiences and even sensibilities in the 
hope of producing something surprising.”2 In essence, prep-room projects exist to be 
educative, incubatory, experimental, and generative.   
 

Following suit, any traditional exhibition publication following standard editorial 
directions or conventional design principles would only seem strange as an accompaniment 
to the prototypical prep-room project. Thus, follows the choice of the zine as a medium for 
exploration and elaboration. The zine, being a non-commercial, often self-made, 
experimental, and devoted to unconventional subject matters, seems to be a natural fit for 
this prep-room project. Its unorthodox design allows one to take on multiple lenses at once, 
allowing for the exploration of a milieu of themes, from local myths to cultural and natural 
histories, to social identity and industrial and urban development, or even the colonial 
enterprise and the environment. The zine's medium of gathering and disseminating 
knowledge offers countless possibilities to investigate Singapore's ambivalent relationship 
with the crocodile, without confining readers to a singular narrative.  

 
Rather than studying the subject matter through the prism of a particular discipline, 

this zine adopts Pocklington’s and Davis’s method in positioning the crocodile at the centre 
of discursive considerations, acting as a fountainhead from which other discursive streams 
may effuse. To be able to present all the connective threads issuing from an investigative 
research concerning the crocodile in Singapore in any concise and meaningful way in its 
entirety would ultimately take the form of an exhaustive academic publication. The interns 
have instead opted to leverage on the playfulness and quirkiness of the zine to highlight key 
discursive threads emerging from the prep-room project. Materials were mainly sourced from 
the internet, online newspaper archives, and brochures, and selected to best characterise a 
certain discourse surrounding the crocodile. The zine, however, is not meant to be a mere 
compendium of sources about the crocodile, but works to show how the different threads 
connect with and juxtapose against each other, encouraging the reader to reconsider the 
cacophony of information being presented. More often than not, readers will find that 

                                                       
1 “NUS Museum’s ‘Prep-Room’ Lauded,” NUS News, July 13, 2016, http://news.nus.edu.sg/highlights/nus-
museums-prep-room-lauded (accessed June 12, 2017). 
2 Quoted in Ibid. 



images, collages, and key texts were placed together to hint at immutable connections and 
also to challenge their comportment towards the crocodile and Singapore.  

 
This zine, being an extension of Pocklington’s and Davis’s Buaya: The Making of a 

Non-Myth prep-room project, shares the same starting point of the crocodile that had been 
conserved and displayed at the old Raffles Museum in 1887. Displaying that crocodile’s 
tongue on the front cover, shows the zine’s commitment to this project. However, departing 
from Davis’s curiosity with it’s interiority, the zine focus more on the crocodile’s external 
interactions with Singapore. Thus the use of different parts of that original crocodile’s 
anatomy from the tongue to it’s tail to signify and review their various extrinsic experiential 
touchstones within our shared consciousness. Therefore progressing from it’s tongue as an 
visual anchor for the origins of the project, the wound indicates to the hurt done to them, as 
taken both literally G P Owen’s shooting and metaphorically colonials and locals hunting of 
crocodiles. Consequently, the skin is a symbol of the ensuing trade and consumption of 
them in the meat and fashion industry. Then also the eye referring to the different visual 
renderings of the crocodile seen in local and western cinema. Differentially, the mouth 
alludes to the indigenous oral traditions and folkloric myths of the Keramats and the white 
crocodile. Subsequently, the limb symbolizes the movement of the crocodiles as caught 
between the tension of urban development and environmental activism. Finally, the tail 
gestures at how things come full circle as also evidently seen through the historicising of 
artists’ interest in the crocodile.  

 
The zine, as a collaborative effort, consists of pages made both individually, as well 

as a pair. The independently made pages reveal David and Natalie's personal interests in 
certain topics brought up in Pocklington’s and Davis’s research. David was curious in topics 
such as the hunts for the crocodile, local brand Crocodile International, colonial and local 
cinema, the white crocodile, urban development, and artists’ interest in crocodiles, while 
Natalie was into the fashion and meat industry, local cartoons and animations of the 
crocodile, Keramats, and the relocation of crocodiles in Singapore. These pages were then 
brought together and heavily discussed in terms of aesthetic value and organisational 
method, to create a coherent and cohesive end product . Although both worked on their 
pages individually, they also collaborated on important pages opening up new sections of 
topics to ensure the readability and flow of connective treads in the zine.   

 
As the front and back covers suggest,  the zine begins with ‘One Croc's View’  

progressing from the 1887 crocodile from Raffles Museum to plethora of surprising topics 
and ending with a reminder that after all, these connections are but ‘One Citizen’s View’. In 
the same spirit, NUS Museum interns David and Natalie hope that readers would become 
complicit collaborators by making their own interpretative connections and conclusions about 
the seemingly disparate subject matter surrounding the crocodile in Singapore. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Natalie Lie Kim Ai  

David Low Kok Kiat 
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