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PAP still seen as most credible
party but WP gains ground

Yuen Sin

The People’s Action Party (PAP)
continues to be viewed as the most
credible political party, but its credi-
bility among voters in all age groups
slipped in this year’s general elec-
tion compared with 2015.

Conversely, the Workers’ Party
(WP) gained ground across the
board, with bigger increases among
seniors aged 65 and older, and
thoseaged 30 to 34.

A post-election survey of voters
by the Institute of Policy Studies
also found that overall, the credibil-
ity ratings of all six political parties
ranked in the survey mirrored the
number of votes they pulled in at
the July 10 election.

After PAP, WP was found to be
most credible, followed, in declin-
ing order, by the Progress Singa-
pore Party (PSP), Singapore Demo-
cratic Party (SDP), National Solidar-
ity Party (NSP) and Peoples Voice.

PAP won 83 of the 93 seats and
garnered 61.24 per cent of the popu-

lar vote, down from 69.9 per cent
fiveyears ago.

The survey, whose results were
discussed at an online post-GE fo-
rum yesterday, had polled 4,027
voters.

A similar survey was also con-
ducted after the 2006, 2011 and
2015 general elections.

In the latest survey, PAP’s credi-
bility fell most among those aged
40 to 49. The proportion in this
group who agreed or strongly
agreed that the PAP is credible fell
13 percentage points from five
years ago.

In the 25 to 34 age bracket, a big-
ger proportion saw WP as credible
compared with that for PAP. This
was also true for Malay voters.

For those aged 25 to 29, about 86
per cent said WP was credible,
while the corresponding figure for
PAP was around 81 per cent.

Similarly, for voters in the 30 to
34 age group, almost 88 per cent
said WP was credible, against about
85 per cent for PAP.

Among all four ethnic categories

(Chinese, Indian, Malay, Others),
Malay respondents were the least
likely to find PAP credible, but
most likely to find WP credible.

About 82 per cent of Malays
found PAP credible, compared
with 87 per cent for WP.

PAP’s credibility rating also dived
among voters living in one- to
three-room Housing Board flats
and those whose monthly house-
holdincome is below $5,000.

On the other hand, WP’s credibil-
ity rose on both ends of the socioe-
conomic spectrum: A larger seg-
ment of voters in one- to three-
room HDB flats, those with non-ter-
tiary post-secondary qualifications,
as well as PMETs (professionals,
managers, executives and techni-
cians), rated it credible.

“These findings reinforce the
sense that the issue of livelihoods,
especially for the low- to middle-
income households, influenced sup-
port for the PAP and WP,” said the
research team.

yuensin@sph.com.sg

Perceived credibility of political parties by...

AGE GROUP
Percentage of respondents who agreed or strongly agreed that the PAP is credible
100 2015 | 2020 956 959 955 973
923 : : : : 925 g e g e 949 . mm
89.7: g5 i 89 o0ciges : Y X B2 U =
- 81.3: = 80.7: 79.6: 82.6: f : :
s - : 3 Bl E 1 = I
60 — - - —— i ! BB — —
40 :
21-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-64 65-74  : 750r older
Percentage of respondents who agreed or strongly agreed that the WP is credible
7D 2015 . 2020
924 : ! :
: g41861:  878: : : : : :
818 il : °* ‘704 i . 804 .ol 804 798! : :
80 — : FAS ST 20 44T 7357 716
; : : : 66.2 : :
60 — : £537
40 -
21-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-64 65-74  : 75or older
ETHNIC CATEGORY Proportion who agreed or strongly agreed that the party is credible
PAP WP
2015 (%) 2020 (%) 2015 (%) 2020 (%)
Chinese 931 86 68.7 775
Malay 911 82.2 ol 4 87.3
Indian 945 894 74 84.5
Others o1.8 88.2 64.1 86.2
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