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How the
Capitol szege
could save
American
democracy

A catalyst is needed to
break the Trumpian
cult of personality.
The more
Republicans reject it,
the better the odds of
the USregaining a
reasonable,
law-abiding
alternative to the
Democratic Party.

Americaneeds
Republicans themselves
to push back violenceand
viciousnesstothe fringe,
and reclaim their share of
the centre. And perhaps it
took something this
extreme to show them
their calculus had been
mistaken.

i Nomi Claire Lazar

i For The Straits Times

: Crisesare turning points. And for
: America’s ailing democracy,

: Wednesday’s siege of the United

: States Capitolmay prove tobea

: momentnot of reckoning, but of

: redemption.

Since his surprise success in the

i Republican primaries, Mr Donald
¢ Trump’soften outrageous

: behaviour hadwedged

: establishment Republicansinan
: uncomfortable position.

Rattled by his visceral appeal,

¢ andwary of career suicide,

: challengesin future primaries, or

¢ lostopportunities for Republican

: Supreme Court nominees, many of
: them calculated it was better to

: endure for the perceived greater

: good.

These Republicans joined the

: President in spouting the

: outrageous, supported the

¢ unsupportable, unsure ofa

: political future staked on truthand :
: democracy.

Still, a steady trickle of

: Republican defectors - from

¢ anonymousauthorsin The New

¢ YorkTimes to former senior

: officials with tell-all memoirs -

: moved to check Mr Trump’s worst

: extremes, gesturing tolike-minded
i Republican colleagues whojust

: lacked the moraland political

i courage tospeakout.

Othersclaimed tohold their

: tongues in the hope of checking
: the President’s worst excesses.
i These held tongues helped
: MrTrump hold the centre.

Fear, self-regardand

: rationalisation are friends of

: tyrantsand bullies everywhere.
: Butnow America needs those

¢ Republicansto take courage and
: stand up.

Because of the way its political

i systemisstructured, if American

i democracyisto survive,itneedsa  :
: reasonable, law-abidingalternative :
: tothe Democratic Party.

For stability,both parties must

: contest the middle ground first,

: andappealto the fringes only

: carefully. That means Mr Trump’s
: power needs to break closer to the
: fringe, if the Republican Partyis to

3

¢ escape his control,

Thathe retains control at allis

i unusual. Most presidents wholose

i electionsare lame ducks. But

: MrTrump’s cult of personality has

i noterm limits. The spectacle of

: excesshe engineered formeda

: welcomerelief for some Americans
: from the humdrum,and from

¢ socialand economic woes.

For others, Mr Trump provideda

5 release for stifled rage, racismand
! anti-governmentsentiment.

i Republican lawmakers who had

: overcome their distaste worried

i about the political base. And with

: whispers of a Trump media empire
: tocome, on which theymightbe

dependent, continuing totoe the
line seemed sensible. Until

i Wednesday.

Ininstigating anarmedattackon

i America’selected officials,

i complete with pipe bombs

: targeting both parties’

i headquarters, Mr Trump crosseda
: line. People died. Many watched in
i disbelief. Others said, “well, what

: didyou expect?”,and still others

i saw, inthis breach, the end of

: American democracy.

SEPARATING FROM TRUMP

: Butacrisis isaturningpoint, a
i crux.In grassroots revolutions —

Berlin 1989, Minsk 2020 - fear of

: tyrantsprevents most from

: coming out in the street. Then

: some catalyst brings outa brave

: few.Seeing them, others join.

i Thencomes the tipping point, and
: enough stand up that this bravery
i isnormalised, appearsreasonable.

The movementbecomes
ustainable, grows cyclically.

Couldthe siege of the Capitol be
uchacatalyst? It would be
‘oolhardy to think Trumpism, its
onspiracies and lies will soon
disappear. Evenin the wake of

nsurrection, more than100
Republican members of Congress,
laying to their base, continued to
aselessly object to electoralvotes
or President-elect Joe Biden.

For many on the violent fringe,
Trumpismis an identity, and ideas
itched to identities are often

ntractable.

But most Republican politicians
needed, knew they needed, and
were desperate for, some
olitically viable means of
eturning to the centre. They
eeded an excuse toseparate
hemselves from Mr Trump. The
iege of America’s Capitol
rovided just this chance.

Aswe have experienced in the
urrent pandemic, we can become
desensitised to - evenwhen we
re exhausted by - allkinds of
xtremes. This was the case with
Mr Trump’s behaviour. It was easy
ojustgoalong.

But here were armed men and

women, wielding baseballbatsand :

nives, smashmgmnduws

eople had elected torepresent
hem, along with their staff.
Andthey did thisin order to
ubvert the democratic process.
They did this at the instigation of
he President who sworean oath

: to“preserve, protect and defend
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 the Constitution”,

The siege was so explicit,so

REPUBLICANS PUSH BACK

i Thesiege of the Capitol shows

: Republicansare - figuratively —

: moving into the street in protest

i against Trumpism. The more who
i come,themore Mr Trump is

: marginalised, the more will follow.

The moodinachastenedSenate

: onWednesday night suggestedas
: much. Even long-time Trump

E allies like Senate Majority Leader
i MitchMcConnelland South

: CarolinaSenator Lindsey Graham

g stronglyand directly condemned
: theinsurrection.

The Republican establishment

: outside the chambers chimedin

i too.Numerous administration

: officialsresigned. Former

: president George W. Bush did not
: mince words evenifhe didnot
 nameMr Trump in his

: condemnation of the “sickening
and heartbreaking” mayhematthe :
Capltcl :

“Insurrection could do grave
i damage toour nationand

§ reputation,” he said. “In the United
: States of America, itis the

: fundamental responsibility of

i every patriotic citizen to support

: therule oflaw. To those who are

: disappointedin the results of the

i election: Our country is more

: The storming of the United States Capitol on Wednesday by supporters of President Donald Trump could be the turning point that most Republican politicians need
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: important than the politics of the
: moment.”

: extremeand so bluntly factual that :
: itbelied the ability of the news
: pundits tonormalise. There wasno :
: waytosay “oh, there Trump goes
i again!” or “we’ve seenall this

: before”.

Even Vice-President Mike Pence

broke ranks, if more cautiously.

Facebookand Twitter, long

: hesitantto shutMr Trump down,
i didso.

ThelRepublicans onlynow

: breaking from Mr Trumpare not

: heroes. They enabled this crisis in
i the firstplace. Indulging

: hislies, slanders and excesses,

i theythreatenedthe democracy

: theyswore toprotect.

But America needs Republicans

i themselves to push backviolence

: andviciousness to the fringe,and

: reclaim their share of the centre.

: Andperhaps it took something this
i extreme to show them their

: calculushad been mistaken.

Willwe see a cyclic deflation of

: rhetoric, the restoration of the

: reasonable to the mainstream?

: Willthe events on Wednesday

: have been the tipping point? Time
: willtell.

Butas more and more come out

: intothe streetagainst Mr Trump,
: the political cost of joining grows
: lowerandlower. The storming of
: the Capitol may turn out to have

: beenjust the redemptive moment

Americasobadly needed.
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