RCULA FAQ s
1. What is the difference between the online modules and species- specific hands on training? 
RCULA comprises of 2 portions:
I. Online modules that covers regulations, policies and the responsibilities in using animals for scientific purposes.
II. Species- specific training (Mice, Rats, Aseptic Surgery, Pig, Rabbit, and Guinea Pig) will include techniques and content that are specific to the species.
2. How do I apply for the course?

For NUS Staff and Students, please complete the registration form and email it to rcula@nus.edu.sg.
Please ensure that you have the approval from your PI to register for the course.
For Externals, please complete another registration form (External) and email it to rcula@nus.edu.sg.  
3. What are the steps after the submission of RCULA registration form (NUS Staff & Students)?

I. Applicant/Participant will be assigned RCULA Part 1A and other relevant species – specific safety – related online modules, and user name & password to the online platform (AALAS Learning Library). 
↓
II. Completion of assigned online modules prior to relevant hands on sessions on respective Fridays. 
↓
III. Completion of relevant hands on sessions. Issuance of RCULA certificates. To contact Training Coordinator again for arrangement of advance or customized sessions at a date and time of convenience.
↓
IV. Researchers to be added to IACUC protocols by their PIs. (Refer to Point 13)
                                                           ↓
V. Animal Vivarium Orientation by supervisors before granting of access to vivarium. (Refer to Point 13)
4. If I am a non – NUS staff or student (Externals), can I register for the course and access the RCULA online modules? 
Yes, you can register for the course but you will be placed on the waiting list. Training slots opened up to non – NUS staff or student(s) will be subjected to availability. Externals will be issued a unique username, password and website link to access the online modules. 
5. If I do not wish to remain on the waiting list (Externals)?

You may consider similar RCULA Training courses that are organized by Singhealth or Biopolis BRC. 

Singhealth Email: iacuc@singhealth.com.sg
Biopolis BRC Email: RCULAC@brc.a-star.edu.sg  
6. What is the mode of payment for Externals after confirmation of RCULA training availability?
             Please issue a crossed cheque made payable to “ National University of Singapore “
             National University of Singapore
             Comparative Medicine,
             Centre for Life Sciences,
             28,Medical Drive, #05-02
             S’pore 117456
             Attn: RCULA Team

             Please write your  name, contact # & name of the course on the reverse side of the     

             cheque. (e.g. NAME/TEL/RCULA)
             Note: Cheque Payment is preferred. For cash payment, the exact amount (inclusive of 

             GST) must be given as no change will be provided.
             Payment should be made in advance of at least 3 working days prior to the date of
             registered RCULA hands on training. 

             Please bring along the cheque for payment on the day of scheduled hands on training if
             the cheque could not be mailed in advance to “ National University of Singapore “.

7. What are the pre-requisites to attend the hands on training sessions?

I. Participants are required to contact Ms Goh Sha Wee (Email: oshgsw@nus.edu.sg /Tel: 66011781) from NUS Occupational Health for their tetanus injections or verification of their tetanus status before attending the hands-on practical sessions.
II. For externals, please receive your tetanus injection or verification of your tetanus status from hospitals or external clinics based on the advice of your Institution’s Safety and Occupational Health Officer. 
III. Participants (NUS staff/ Students and Externals) are required to complete all online modules prior to the hands on sessions.
IV. Participants (NUS staff/ Students and Externals) are required NOT to visit any other vivariums 24 hours prior to entry into NUS CM vivariums.

8. How do I get the Occupational Health (OH) reference number?
The NUS Occupational Health Programme aims to protect and promote the health and well-being of its staff and students at work. The programme provides the medical surveillance requirements from the time they join the university; as they undertake different work activities and work in diverse workplaces within the university; till the time they leave the university.
All animal users including Project Investigators & team members are to complete the attached NUS Animal Work Health Questionnaire for submission to OSHE for review by Occupational Health Physician.  They will contact you upon completion of the review (around 2 weeks) if there is any further medical assessment/vaccination required. The forms can be requested from Ms Goh Sha Wee (Email: oshgsw@nus.edu.sg /Tel: 66011781). Upon completion of all the medical assessment requirements, the Occupational Health (OH) reference number will be issued. The OH reference number will be required by IACUC for you to be named and listed in the IACUC protocol.
9. How do I get certified? 
Once the participant(s) passed an online module, a transcript/online certificate will be generated and available for self – printing.

An RCULA Certificate with serial number will be issued to the participant upon full completion of their chosen hands on sessions. The RCULA serial number will be required by IACUC for you to be named and listed in the IACUC protocol.
10. When can I expect to receive the certificate? 

If the pre – requisites are met (refer to Point 7), participants will receive the certificates after the successful completion of hands on training. 
11. What are the charges for externals? [image: image1.emf]Program (Species Specific Hands on) 

Include mandatory online modules UOM

Approved External Fees

Exclude GST (SGD)

Approved External Fees

Inclusive of GST (SGD)

RCULA (introductory hands-on only)

Mice 

per pax

$140.00 $149.80

Pig

per pax

$150.00 $160.50

Rat 

per pax

$190.00 $203.30

Aseptic Surgery

per pax

$200.00 $214.00

Rabbit 

per pax

$210.00 $224.70

Guinea Pig 

per pax

$250.00 $267.50

Mice and Rat

per pax

$250.00 $267.50

Online Module Part 1A and relevant 

modules ONLY per pax

$70.00

$74.90

RCUF

Fish

per pax

$180.00 $192.60


12. What are the charges for NUS Staff and Students? 

13. With effect from 1st April 2013, All RCULA Charges (Online Modules and Hands On) will be waived for NUS Staff and Students until April 2014. RCUF Charges (Inclusive of online modules) to NUS Staff and Students will remain at $100 Nett. 
14. What are the steps after getting the RCULA certificate? 
Be listed in your Principal investigator’s approved IACUC protocol. 

Next contact the following personnel for your vivarium orientation and card access activation.

MD2 Rodents: Mr. Abdul Malik - lacsmam@nus.edu.sg
MD2 Pigs/Rabbits/Guinea Pigs: Mr. Justin Patch - jpatch@nus.edu.sg
CeLS Rodents: Ms. Ang Bee Ting - abt@nus.edu.sg 

Duke – NUS Rodents: Siammalah Arjunan Ramasamy - siammalah.arjunan@duke-nus.edu.sg
