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Information for Students on Exchange

University

University of Iceland

Country

Iceland

Academic Calendar

Semester 1 (Fall term): August to December
Semester 2 (Spring term): Early January to Mid-May
https://english.hi.is/study/study-information/academic-calendar

Exchange Duration

One semester

Language Proficiency
Requirement

The main language of instruction is Icelandic, but most faculties offer some
courses in English.

Course Information

The regular semester workload for full-time undergraduate students as
determined by the Office of the Provost is 30 ECTS. Credits earned at the
host university may not be directly equivalent to NUS credits and you can
refer to the SEP Credit Transfer Calculator for information on units
exchange ratio at the host university. Please note that the actual number of
credits earned is subject to the units exchange ratio at the point of credit
transfer.

Please note, at the University of Iceland:

1. Exchange students are required to select 30 ECTS credits worth of
courses per semester, where at least 60% are within the students’
major.

2. Course enrolment is not guaranteed. Exchange students need to be
flexible with their course preference.

3. The faculties of Medicine, Nursing, Psychology, Pharmaceutical
Sciences, Law and Economics are not open to exchange students
from NUS.

4. MBA is not open to exchange students.

5. Admission to the Earth Science programme is restricted to students
that meet prerequisites of at least one year of geology or geophysics
study.

6. Courses in the English Language Programme are only available to
exchange students majoring in English at their home university or
students who are very proficient in English (except the course
“English for Practical Purposes”).

7. Courses taught in Icelandic are generally not open to exchange
students.

Course catalogue:
https://english.hi.is/study/study-abroad/incoming-exchange-
students/single-courses-exchange-students
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Accommodation

Please note that on-campus housing is not guaranteed. The Student
Housing Office offers a limited supply of on-campus housing for students at
the University of Iceland.

For housing options and related information, please refer to:
https://english.hi.is/study/living-iceland/housing

Visa

Students with citizenship outside the Nordic countries, the European
Economic Area (EEA) or the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) must
apply for a student permit before arrival and be granted approval from the
Directorate of Immigration before travelling to Iceland.

For more information, please refer to:

e https://english.hi.is/study/apply-overview/residence-permit-students

e https://english.hi.is/study/application/registration-and-student-
permit/non-eea-efta-citizens

Insurance

All full-time NUS students are covered under the university’s Student Group
Personal Accident & Medical Insurance and the Student Travel Insurance.
For more information on the university medical insurance, please refer to
https://myportal.nus.edu.sg/studentportal/student-insurance/all/.

Non-EEA/EFTA citizens must have health insurance from an insurance
company, licensed to operate in Iceland, valid for six months and covering
medical costs of ISK 2,000,000 as a minimum. This is a requirement to
obtain the residence permit for studying in Iceland.
https://english.hi.is/study/living-iceland/health-care-iceland

It is recommended that you purchase a comprehensive travel insurance for
the full duration of your stay abroad, including your personal travel
within/outside country for exchange. Please review your insurance
coverages to ensure that they meet your needs.

Students are strongly encouraged to assess the risk of their intended
activities and purchase supplemental insurance plans to ensure they are
adequately covered during their time abroad.

Useful Links

Student Exchange Information:
https://english.hi.is/study/study-abroad/incoming-exchange-students

Cost of living:
https://english.hi.is/study/living-iceland/living-costs-reykjavik

Orientation Days:
https://english.hi.is/study/study-abroad/orientation-days
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