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1.0 OBJECTIVE & SCOPE

The purpose of this procedure is to provide guidance on the Legal requirements applicable to all laboratories in CeLS and covers all staff and students 

2.0 LEGISLATION
1. Workplace Safety and Health act (WSHA) 
· Requires that risk assessment be conducted for all activities and adequate control measures be put in place to reduce the risk 

· All accidents and incidents must be reported to OSHE
https://staffweb.nus.edu.sg/oshe/submit_airs.htm
2. Fire Safety Act
· Maximum allowable Flammable material at CeLS 

	Level 1
	0 L

	Level 2
	540 L

	Level 3
	592 L

	Level 4
	547 L

	Level 5
	472 L


· Only two 4.5 kg LPG cylinders per CeLS floor  

· Wherever possible activities involving flammable liquids should be performed in a fume cupboard, to prevent the build up of a flammable mixture in the room. 

· Gas detectors need not be installed for laboratories in which flammable gases are used.

· For more information https://wws.nus.edu.sg/osh/resources/fms.htm
3. Radiation Protection Act (RPA)
· CeLS’ building has a L4 License to possess radioactive material. The current L4 includes S-35, P-32, C-14, H-3, I-125 and Cr-51. 

· All radioisotope users must keep a log of the amount of radioisotope used. The amount of radioactive waste generated must tally with the amount of radioisotope used. Radioactive material must be stored securely with access only to authorized licence holders.
· Individual PIs working with radioactive material require having an L6 license. Any other person working with radioactive material in an L6 licence holder’s lab requires an R1 licence 

· For more information http://app.nea.gov.sg/cms/htdocs/category_sub.asp?cid=263
4. Environmental Protection & Management Act
· Lab in charge need to keep track of the chemical inventory as per NUS requirement

· Hazardous License for CeLS available at Life Sciences Institute (LSI) web site https://share.nus.edu.sg/lsi/cels_matters/Safety%20Information/CeLS%20Safety%20Licences/Hazardous%20Substance%20License.pdf
·  All hazardous chemicals must not be bought or used without approval and license
· For more information http://app.nea.gov.sg/cms/htdocs/article.asp?pid=1439
5. Biological Agents and Toxins Act (BATA)

· Live biological agents such as bacteria, viruses, fungi, yeast, clamydia, rickettsia, mycoplasma, prions and microbial toxins are regulated by this act. These biological agents and toxins are classified under 5 schedules.
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2nd   Schedule

	3rd   Schedule

	4th   Schedule

	5th   Schedule

	Risk Group 1

	Risk Group 2

	Risk Group 3

	Risk Group 4

	Toxins


· For more information http://www.biosafety.moh.gov.sg/bioe/index.do
6. Animal and Birds Act

· BATA scheduled agents that are also zoonotic agents i.e. those that cause disease in animals and birds are regulated by the Agri-food and Veterinary Authority (AVA) under this act. Agents that are solely animal or plant pathogens are regulated solely by the AVA. For More information  http://www.ava.gov.sg/
7. National Authority (NA) - Chemical Weapons convention

· A NA (CWC) licence is required for the use, production, processing, import/export and sale/distribution of such chemicals. Forms are available at the NUS-OSHE website http://www.nus.edu.sg/osh/forms.htm#form_chem
8. Poisons Act

· Research laboratories are exempt from obtaining a licence to work with chemicals that are classified as poisons e.g. antibiotics. However, it is a requirement that all poisons be stored under lock and key, their access is restricted to specified users and that amount used is logged. List of poisons can be found at http://www.nus.edu.sg/osh/legalreg.htm
9. Arms and Explosives Act

· CeLS’ building has  a License for Explosive Precursors for  Hydrogen Peroxide, Perchloric Acid, Potassium Nitrate, Sodium Nitrate, Sodium Nitrite
· CeLS users must therefore keep a log of the amounts of explosive precursor used and ensure they are stored in a secure manner
10. NUS Requirements

· Fume hoods and BioSafety Cabinets must be inspected annually according to an international standard. 

· Anyone who handles live animals must be immunized against tetanus. Anyone handling human samples, including human cell lines, must be immunized against Hepatitis B. 
· To find out more about University level Legal registration go to the below site http://www.nus.edu.sg/osh/legalreg.htm
