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rule of law, a country with admirable soft power and below 10 per cent poverty, and that protects the rights of girls, women, Dalits, the tribal people and other minorities. PHOTO: AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
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i My politicalawakening happened
¢ whenIwasinsecondaryschoolin
: the1950s.1became aware that

. there wasaworldwide movement
i ofpeople livingunder colonial rule
¢ and these people were risingup

i against their colonial masters.

i Theywanted self-determination
i andindependence.

i Britishrule caught myimagination
¢ andsupport. There were two

¢ heroic figuresin that struggle.

¢ Theywere Mahatma Gandhiand

: Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.

¢ and hisuse of civildisobedienceas
i aweapon against the British were
: contrarianand astonishingtoa

¢ youngstudent. Gandhi’s victory in
¢ gaining independence for India in
i 1947 seemed like amiracle.

onJan 30,1948, many of us cried.

¢ thereisamovementinIndiato

. glorify Gandhi’s assassin,

: Nathuram Vinayak Godse.

: Something must be seriously

* wrongin India if the assassin of its
i national heroisbeing glorified

. instead of being vilified.

secular. By this, I mean that the
¢ Indianstate has noreligionandall
: Indians have the constitutional

The struggle by India against the

Gandhi'srejection of violence

When Gandhi was assassinated

Iam, therefore, shocked that

What is the India of my dreams?
First,Idream ofan India whichis

: right to choose their ownreligions.

Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists,

¢ Muslims, Christians, Zoroastrians,
¢ Jews, Bahaisand atheists would

¢ live harmoniously with one

. another. The Hindus, who form

¢ the majority, would respect the

¢ other faiths and would not

i persecute any religious minority.

¢ India could be an example to the

¢ world of religious diversity and

¢ religious harmony.

Second, I dream of an India

¢ whichisastrongandvibrant

: democracy.India has a population
¢ 0f1.339 billion people. It will soon
¢ be the most populous country in

¢ theworld.

Some people say that China

: cannot become a democracy

: becauseitis too big. Those who
¢ make thisargument have

i obviously forgotten the case of
¢ India.

The success of the Indian

¢ democracyis particularly

: impressiveas the country is
¢ culturally and linguistically
: diverse.

Itis, of course, true that the

¢ Indian democracy is not without

¢ its flaws. But it isimpressive thata
i country with such a big population
: could goregularly to the polls to

i electagovernment ofits choice.

¢ Transitions of power take place

¢ peacefully.Idream of aday when

: vote-buying, corrupt politicians

¢ and criminal politicians and other
: irregularities will be a thing of the
i past.

Third, I dream of an India which

¢ isadmired for its strong adherence
: totherule ofthe law.

The rule of law is one of

¢ humankind’s most precious

¢ achievements. What it means is

i thatnooneisabove the lawand

¢ everyoneissubject to the law. It

: means that the policeman, the

¢ prosecutor and the judge cannot

: bebought.In other words, justice
¢ isnot for sale. Italso means that

¢ thejudiciary isindependent of the
i executive.

Inthe World Justice Project’s

¢ Rule of Law Index 2019, India

i ranked 68 out of 126 countries.

: One of the reasons for India’s low
¢ rankingisjudicial delay.

InIndia, it can take years foran

: aggrieved person to obtainjustice
: throughits courts. Thereare

: 4.3million cases pending in the

¢ country’s high courts, with

: 800,000 being over 10 years old.

: Anotherproblem is the abuse of

: thelegal system by unscrupulous
! personsasameans to extort

: money frompersons they have

: sued.Idream of the day when

¢ India will be ranked among the top
: 10 countries of the world for the

¢ rule of law.

Fourth, I dream ofanIndiain

: which girlsand women will enjoy
: equal rightswith boys and men.

Inthe World Economic Forum’s

: Global Gender Gap Index, Indiais
¢ ranked 112 out of 153 countries. In
: theUnited Nations Development
: Programme’s Gender Inequality

¢ Index, India isranked 135 out of

: 187 countries. The female literacy
: rateinIndiais 60.6 per cent

: comparedto 81.3 per cent for men.
: Theratesof malnutritionare

: exceptionally high for adolescent
: girlsand pregnantandlactating

* women. Violence against women,
: especially sexualviolence, has

: beenontherise.

I dream of an India in which no

draws the poverty lineatUS$2a
: day.

Whatever the figure, the number

¢ ofpoorpeopleinIndiais

¢ shockingly high. Whoare the poor
¢ people? Theyare farm workersin
¢ villages, casual workersin cities,

: thetribal people, the Dalits or

i Untouchablesand the Muslims.

Toreduce poverty in India, we

i needthe Indian economy to grow
' ¢ atamuch fasterrate than the

i present. Wealsoneeda fairer

¢ distribution of the fruits of

: economicprogress. We need

¢ Indianleaders who will make the

: reduction of povertyanational

¢ priority, notin words butin deeds.

Sixth, I dream of an India whose

¢ economyisona par with that of

i China. The two countries have

. populations of approximately the
: same size. However, in 2019, the

¢ Chinese economy was 4.78 times

i bigger than that of India. India has
: beengrosslyunder-performing,

Inorder to catch upwith China,

¢ Indiahas toraise its annualrate of
i growth tobetween 8and 10 per

¢ centand maintain it at that level

: for two to three decades. Canitbe
¢ done? The answer isyes if the

: governmentand people of India

¢ haveashared political willto

¢ accomplish that ambition.

Seventh, I dream of an India

which is high for good governance
: andlow for corruption.

In Transparency International’s

i Corruption Perception Index for
i 2019, India was ranked 80 out of
: 179 countries. Corruptionisa
¢ serious problem in India. At

- i present, India is ranked high for
Vendors carrying kangri (earthen pots covered with wicker) in Srinagar last month. The writer dreams of India as a model of religious diversity and harmeny, with a vibrant democracy and strong adherence to the
¢ governance.Iwouldlike to see that
i reversed.

corruptionand low for good

Eighth,Idream of an India which

i isadmired forits soft power.

Indiahasarichand ancient

: civilisation. Hinduism, Buddhism,

. SikhismandJainismare four of the

i world’'sgreatreligions. Indiais

. renowned forits Bollywood movies
i andits cricket stars. Gandhi, Nehru,
: Rabindranath Tagore and Amartya
i Senareworldicons.

However, in spite of these assets,

i India’ssoft power today is weak. In
¢ the 2019 Soft Power 30, Indiais not
¢ includedin the top 30 countries

. for soft power. I have asked the

: author of theindex why India is

¢ notincluded. He said that there

: were too many negativesabout

. India, for example, poverty and

i inequality, oppression of women

. and other minorities, polluted

: cities, poor state of education and

¢ publichealth, etc.

The India of my dreamsis a

i secular Indiaanda model of

i religious diversity and harmony. It
¢ isavibrantdemocracy witha

¢ strongadherence to the rule of

i law.Itprotects the rights of girls,

; : women, Dalits, the tribal people

: person, no matter what caste heor :
¢ she belongs to, willbe :
¢ discriminatedagainst.Idreamofa :
i day inwhich the rights enshrined
: inthe Universal Declaration of

: Human Rightsandin the two

. covenants will be enjoyed by all

: Indians, irrespective ofrace,

: religion, genderand caste. :
¢ Fifth,Idreamofan Indiainwhich :
: theabject poverty we see todaywill :
¢ nolonger exist. According to the

¢ Indiangovernment,29.8 per cent
: ofthepopulation lives below the

: poverty line. This meansabout 360
¢ million people. Thisis basedupona
: povertyline fixed at US$0.65

: (5%0.87)aday. The World Bank

and other minorities. India will

¢ have caught up with China

economically. Poverty will be

i reducedtobelow10 per cent.

. India’ssoft power willbe admired
i bythe world. I hope that the India
¢ of mydreams will, one day,

. become areality.
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® This article is from India On Our

¢ Minds edited by Tommy Koh and
Hernaikh Singh, senior associate

¢ director of the Institute of South

i Asian Studies, National University of
: Singapore.The book will be launched
: nextweek.
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