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Il emerge winners at awards
celebrating spirit of innovation

Abiomedical start-up that usesar-
tificial intelligence to improve the
accuracy of antibody drug discov-
ery, and a robotics start-up that
developed a solution allowing
non-technical users to pro-
gramme robots easily.

These tech firms numbered
among the top winners of the third
annual Singapore Digital Tech-
blazer Awards yesterday.

The awards recognise Singa-
pore’s best in tech innovation, and
are jointly organised by the Info-
comm Media Development Au-
thority and SGTech.

This year’s awards drew more
than 400 submissions across three
categories,up from 304 last year.

From these, seven companies
and four student projects emerged
asthe winners.

Hummingbird Bioscience was
the top winner for the Most
Promising Innovation category.

The firm’s chief scientific officer
Jerome Boyd-Kirkup said: “The tra-
ditional antibody discovery
processinvolvesa lot of trialand er-

ror, and can be lengthy and ineffi-
cient. Our platform uses Al to pre-
dict how and where to target drug
treatments to more precisely engi-
neer drugs and get the best possi-
ble outcome.”

The top winner in the Student
Techblazer category was simpli-
fied robotics start-up Augmentus,
which was founded by National
University of Singapore (NUS) un-
dergraduatesin 2019.

The company’s solution allows
users to draw on an iPad the paths
they want an industrial robot, such
asarobotic welder, to take.

This could potentially shorten a
weeks-long process involving copi-
ous amounts of code and design
files to a matter of minutes.

Augmentus co-founder and
chief operating officer Daryl Lim,
who is a final-year economics and
computing undergraduate at NUS,
said: “Winning the award gives us
the validation that you don’t have
to stop at just being a student. You
cando somuch more.”
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Augmentus co-founder and chief operating officer Daryl Lim, whose robotics start-up was the top winner in the Student Techblazer category,
and Hummingbird Bioscience chief scientific officer Jerome Boyd-Kirkup, whose biomedical start-up was the top winner in the Most Promising
Innovation category, at the Singapore Digital Techblazer Awards ceremony at Suntec yesterday. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO
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