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Trials ongoing to approve vaccines for kids under 16

@ CHERYLTAN

Clinical trials are under way to
approve appropriate vaccines
for children under 16, the last
group in the country to be
offered ajab.

But while experts note that
childrenarenot aslikelytotrans-
mit the virus and are not amajor
reservoirofinfections, themedi-
calprofessionsaidthatinoculat -
ing this cohort is vital for the
community to achieve herd
immunity.

However, the kind of vaccine
they will receive remains an
open question.

The Pfizer-BioNTech jab is
not currently recommended for
those under 16, while the Mod-
erna vaccine cannot be
approved for those under 18
until more safety and efficacy
dataisavailable, noted the Min-
istry of Health.

Bothvaccineshavebeguntri-
alsinchildrenaged12andabove,
with the Pfizer-BioNTech dose
achievingal00 per cent efficacy
rate in 2,260 adolescents from
12to15yearsold.

Similarly, Moderna has
begun trials in 3,000 people
aged 12 to 17, half of whom are
receiving two shots four weeks
apart whiletheotherhalfareget-
ting aplacebo.

The results are expected
around the middle of this year.
Bothcompanieshavealsobegun
trialson children under 12.

Sinovac Biotech’s Covid-19
vaccineis said tobe safe andable
to trigger immune responses
among children and adoles-
cents, according to preliminary
results from early and mid-
stage trials conducted among
thoseagedthreeto17.

IMMUNE SYSTEM

Associate Professor Sylvie
Alonso - who is from the
National University of Singa-
pore’s (NUS) Yong Loo Lin
Schoolof Medicine and co-direc-
toroftheschool’sinfectious dis-
easestranslationalresearchpro-
gramme - said that the human
immune system is very imma-
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-

ture and not fully functional
from birth until around the age
of11to12.

While vaccinating children
might raise initial concerns,
experts said that doing so will
stillbenecessarytoachieveherd
immunity.

Professor Teo Yik Ying, dean
of the NUS Saw Swee Hock
School of Public Health, said
that achieving herd immunity
doesnotdependonlyontheper-
centage of people vaccinated in
the population, “but the type of
activities and movement pat-
ternsinthe community”.
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