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Singapore doing well with
pace of vaccination: Expert

@ JOYCETEO, SENIORHEALTH CORRESPONDENT

Singapore kicked off mass vaccina-
tion at the start of the year but lags
behind countries such as the United
States, the United Kingdom and
Israelin vaccine roll-out because of
supply constraints, experts said.

Slightly more than one-third of
the population in Singapore has
received at least one dose of a
Covid-19 vaccine, with about one-
quarter ofthem fully vaccinated.

This places it behind countries
that have managed to give at least
one dose tonearly or more than half
of their populations, which has
allowed them to gradually ease
Covid-19 restrictions even as the
threat of new variantslooms.

Still, Singapore is among the top
25 countries in the world in terms of
Covid-19 vaccination, said Asso-
ciate Professor Hsu Li Yang, vice-
dean of global health at the National
University of Singapore’s Saw Swee
Hock School of Public Health.

He said the speed of vaccination
should pick up once there are “ade-
quate continuous supplies” of
approvedvaccines.

“Every country would love to be
vaccinating faster but obviously,
globally, demandoutstripssupply,”
said Professor Dale Fisher, a senior
consultant in infectious diseases at
National University Hospital.

He said Singapore has a steady

supply and is in a good place as all
long-term residents will have the
opportunity to be vaccinated in the
nextfewmonths.

Some, however, said the process
could havebeenfaster.

“Ideally, we should have vacci-
nated more people by now - per-
hapsatthelevelof other small high-
income countries such as Israel or
the United ArabEmirates,” said Pro-
fessor Paul Tambyah, president of
the Asia-Pacific Society of Clinical
Microbiology and Infection.

Based on what he has gleaned
from official reports, the main con-
straint is thelack of vaccine supply,
he said, noting that the distribution
seems tobefairly efficient.

“Thevaccineshave proved effec-
tiveinreducing the current wave of
infections, but it is possible that we
would have had even fewer cases if
wehad ahigherrateofvaccination.”
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The reasons for the supply con-
straints here are unclear, but in
Israel, for instance, inoculation has
been speedy as the country paid a
premium and struck a deal with
Pfizer to supply the vaccine-maker
withdatafromitsvaccinationdrive.

The Singapore Government said
last week that it would stretch out
the interval between doses to six to
eight weeks, toensurenearly every-
one - or 4.7 million people — gets at
least oneshot byearly August.

Although new data from a single
British study showed that protec-
tionagainst the B1617 variant aftera
single dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine wasonly 33 per cent, “thisis
better thannothing”, said Prof Hsu.
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