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TOKYO 2020: TEAM SINGAPORE

ME TO TAKE OFF

After a one-year delay due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, Tokyo 2020
willopen on July 23 and Team

Tokyo 2020 will be the first gen-
der-balanced Games with female
athletes making up 49 per cent of
competitors.

And with the pandemic pushing

wvaccination in Japan until late last
month.

The 34-year-old is Singapore’s
most bemedalled Olympian with
one silver and two bronzes, but

TAN SZE EN, 20

Spart: Gymnastics

Event: Women's individual all-around
Competition date: July 25-29
Personal best: 5115 (Feb 2, 2018)
Olympic career: Debutant
Occupation: Environmental science
undergraduate at Stanford University
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Singapore will field its most diverse | e cnchifiga yeit hack okt Sl e trudpcs o, defiine tee fff#ﬁ “I;L\N. 22 KIRIA TIKANAH JONATHAN JOSEPH
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I'he Straits Times begins its

countdown to the Games today.

Athletes are constantly locked in a

i special tango with time - the

sports in which they compete are
allabout beating the clock, or per-
forming aspecific task with immac-
ulate timing.

And the Olympic Games are the
culmination of the years of hard
work, distilled into timely execu-
tions that place the athletes among

i theworld's elite.

Since Lloyd Valberg became Sin-
gapore’s first Olympian at London
1948, slightly more than 200 of his
countrymen have followed in his
footsteps.

thing the coronavirus pandemic
has thrown into disarray in the
world of sport.

The 12-month postponement
gives sportsmen 364 days more to
prepare, but an extra 8,736 hours
toponder and reschedule.

Ahead of previous major Games,
athletes worked towards meeting
milestones, scheduling training
camps, and checking their gear
and equipment.

They sometimes worried about
food poisoning or catching the flu
b

g,
But for Tokyo 2020, the already
stressful conditions they are famil-

awei, but also another medal in
‘what might be her final hurrah.

Rower Joan Poh had to extend
her no-pay leave from her jobasa
nurse to pursue Olympic qualifica-
tion, which she achieved less than
100 days before the July 23 open-
ing ceremony.

Windsurfer Amanda Ng, who is
an audit associate, saw her flight
date and training camp destina-
tion change from “Sunday, Hong
Kong" to “Thursday, Weymouth”.

These are just some of the up-
heavals the athletes have to take in
their stride.

In its bid to curtail the spread of

Personal best: 6325 (Jan 26,
2020; national record)
World ranking: 21st
Olympic career: Debutant
Occupation: Psychology
undergraduate at National
University of Singapore

LOH KEAN YEW, 24

nis women's singles semi-finals
and bronze-medal match at Syd-
ney 2000 before Li followed in her

Competition date: July 24
World ranking: 207th
Olympic career: Debutant
Occupation: Psychology
undergraduate at National
University of Singapore

sign

Competition date: Aug 6-7
Personal best: 4385

(Nov 25, 2018)

Olympic career: Debutant
Occupation: Architecture
undergraduate at Singapore
&i\(erslty of Technology and

100m freestyle

Competition date: July 27-31
Personal best: 50.39sec for
100m fly (Ar
Commonwealth, Asian and national
record); 48.27sec for 100m free
{Aug 10, 2016; national record)
Olympic career: Third outing

13, 2016; Olympic,

(2012, 2016)
Full-time occupation:
Professional swimmer
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World ranking: 32nd
Olympic career: Second

outing (2012)

Occupation: Audit
associate at Deloitte

World ranking: 217th

Olympic career: Debutant
Occupation: Lawyer at Freshfields
Bruckhaus Deringer

Singapore at the Games when they
represented China at Berlin 1936.Also,
NgLiang Chiang (400m hurdles), Chia
BoonLeong, Chu Chee Seng (football)
and Wee Tian Siak [basketball) werein
the Chinasquad inLondon.

country at separate Olympics. Cager
Wee Tian Siak also played for the

Republic of China, while Tan and fellow
weightlifter ChuaPhung Kim, sprinter
C.Kunalan and shooter Kok Kum Woh
represented Malaysia at Tokyo 1964.

swimmer JoscelinYeo(1992,1996,
2000,2004).

¢ (1984,1998): Desmond (1988, 1992,

1996) & Gerald Koh (1996), Terence &
KohSeng Leong (2008); Quah Ting

Wen (2008, 2016) & Zheng Wen (2012,
2016,2020); Lo Man Yi(2008) & Ryan
(2020)

YU MENGYU, 31 KIMBERLY LIM, 24 QUAH ZHENG
WEN, 24

LIN YE, 25 CLARENCE RYAN LO, 24 CECILIA LOW, 28 YEO JIA MIN, 22 AMITA FREIDA LIM, 23 QUAH TING WEN, 29 : CHANTAL LIEW, 22
Sport: Table tennis Sport: Table tennis CH EWF 25 Sport: Salling Sport: Sailing Sport: Sailing Sport: Badminton BERTHIER, 20 Sport: Diving Sport: Swimming Sport: Marathon swimming
Event: Women's singles, women's Event: Women's team Sport: Table tennis Event: Men's Laser Event: Womens 49erFX with Cecilia ~ Event: Women's 49erFX with Event: Womenss singles Sport: Fencing Event: Women's 10m platfarm Sport: Swimming Event: Women's 50m, 100m Event: Women's 10km
team Competition date: Aug 1-5 Event: Menss singles Competition date: July 25-Aug 1 Low Kimberly Lim Competition date: July 24-Aug 1 Event: Women's individual foil Competition date: Aug 4-5 Event: Men's 100m backstroke, freestyle Competition date: Aug 4
Competition date: July 24-Aug5  World ranking: 60th Competition date: July 24-30 World ranking: 10th Competitian date: July 27-Aug 2 Competition date: July 27-Aug 2 World ranking: 30th Competition date: July 25 Personal best: 296.00 (May 4,2017  100m, 200m butterfly Competition date: July 28-Aug | Olympic career: Dabutant
World ranking: 47th Olympic career: Debutant World ranking: 186th Olympic career: Debutant World ranking: 31st World ranking: 31st Olympic career: Debutant World ranking: 60th at Fina Diving Grand Prix, Puerto Competition date: July 25-31 Personal best: 24.92sec for Occupation: Communications
Olymic career: Secon o1fing F Olrias ot Pabutaat Ocoupation: Envolling at Erasmus Olympic career: Deburtant Olympic career: Debutant Professional shuftler bt e Rico) Personal best: 5379 scc for 00y | 50 168 (A 5, 2010 national and new media graduate from
(2018 o ittt madder University Rotterdam Occupation: Accountancy Occupation: Aeronautics Dc‘w;nlnm- Soclology Olympic career: Debutant back (Dec 4, 2019; national record); ’jC” 1*.3 25555‘ r100m free National University of Singapore
Occupation: Professional padcler " undergraduate at Singapare undergraduate at Embry-Riddle undergraduéte at University of Occupation: Culinary science and 5187 sec for 100m ﬂ?, (Dec 6, 2019); Hune s, )

Management University Aeronautical University Asia o e nutrition/dietstics graduate from 156,01 far 200m fly (Aug 8, 2016) Otymplc career: Third outing
University of Georgia Olympic career: Third outing (2008, 2016)

(2012, 2016) Occupation: Professional swimmer
Occupation: Molecular cell biology
graduate from University of

alifornia, Berkeley
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