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S’pore, Brunel tie up to deepen public health research on virus

CherylTan

Brunei and Singapore will embark
on a study to determine the long-
term immune response and effi-
cacy of Covid-19 vaccines in fully
vaccinated individuals in Brunei.

Announcing this yesterday,
Temasek Foundation and
Brunei’s Ministry of Health said
the results will help public health
policymakers decide on Covid-19
control strategies.

These include travel policies and
green lane arrangements.

Fully vaccinated travellers from
Brunei can enter Singapore via
the vaccinated travel lane without
having to serve a stay-home no-
tice period.

Making the announcement at
the Special Ministerial Confer-
ence for Asean Digital Public
Health, the two organisations said
the results will be used to deter-
mine the optimum length of quar-
antine periods for travellers.

The results will also help decide
if booster shots should be man-
dated for individuals with low lev-
els of neutralising antibodies.

Temasek Foundation and
Brunei’s Ministry of Health said
the study is part of efforts to
deepen cooperation in public
health research inresponse to chal-
lenges arising from the Covid-19
pandemic that are affecting Asean
and the rest of the world.

Researchers will collect blood
samples from 3,000 vaccinated
people based in Bandar Seri Be-
gawan, Brunei’s capital city, the
joint statement said.

They will then measure the
level of neutralising antibodies
against the coronavirus. Neutralis-
ing antibodies are highly predic-
tive of immune protection against
viralinfection.

The results will be used to deter-
mine and compare the individual’s
immunity against Covid-19 and the
efficacy of the vaccines.

Brunei currently uses the Mod-
erna, Pfizer, AstraZeneca and
Sinopharm vaccines. Just over 50

per cent of its population are
fully vaccinated.

Data collected can be used to in-
fer the level of herd immunity to
Covid-19.

If these vaccinated individuals
do catch the coronavirus, the re-
search can also provide some
data on the correlation of vaccine
protection against infection, the

joint statement said.

The research, which is being
funded by Temasek Foundation,
will be co-led by Brunei’s Ministry
of Health, Universitas Brunei
Darussalam and the Duke-NUS
Medical School in Singapore.

Dr Justin Wong, who is head of
the disease control division in
Brunei’s Ministry of Health, said

the research project aims to gener-
ate high-quality scientific data that
can guide policy decisions on the
national Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme in Brunei.

“We look forward to future re-
search collaboration that contrib-
utes towards delivering improved
health outcomes across the re-
gion,” he added.
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Mr Benedict Cheong, chief execu-
tive of Temasek Foundation Inter-
national, said that with the next un-
known crisis presenting as an immi-
nent threat to Singapore and coun-
tries in the region, better dialogue
and collaboration can help to en-
hance preparedness and readiness.

Besides Brunei, Temasek Foun-
dation is collaborating with other
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A man in Brunei
receiving his
first dose of the
Moderna vaccine
on Wednesday.
The joint study
will determine
the long-term
immune
response and
efficacy of
Covid-19
vaccines in fully
vaccinated
individuals in
the country.
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Asean countries on various initia-
tives, such as research and sero-
surveillance programmes to en-
hance crisis preparedness and
response.

Sero-surveys provide estimates
of population immunity due to
pastinfection or vaccination.
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