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Jokowi on transforming Indonesia:
Fulfilling the people’s mandate

In awide-ranging
interview last month,
Indonesia’s President
Joko Widodo spoke
about his priorities
and the motivations
behind signature
policies such as

infrastructure building

and labour law
reforms. He also
talked about how
Jakarta manages

Sino-US rivalry. Here’s

the transcript of the
interview.
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For The Straits Times

Q Since our last meeting in 2013, you

When I travelled around with you in

Jakartain December 2013, one thing

Iremembervery wellwas the
enthusiastic supportyou received
fromordinary Indonesians
wherever you went. Iwould argue
this is partly because you have
demonstrated a clear commitment

to poverty alleviation and providing

access to education and health care

for the poor and low-income groups.

What drives you to help them?

Ar'man ordinary person. The inter-

ests of the people willalways be
my No.1priority. As President, my
focus has been on two major
issues.

First,as I think you know
already, isinfrastructure
deployment. This was the main
concern of my first term. Second,
human resources development.
This is the focus of my second
term. I've tried to ensure both
infrastructure and soft
infrastructure can grow together
in Indonesia. I also tried to shift
from Java-centric development to
make it more Indonesia-centric.

Asyouknow, we have 17,000
islands, so development cannot
only be focused on Java. Iwant to
build things for both villages and
cities, from the east to the west. |
want all Indonesians to have equal
access to healthcare and
education. For example, we
started this five years ago (Note:
while displaying a card). This is
what we calla “Kartu Indonesia
Sehat”,an Indonesia Healthcare
Card. Igave this to 96 million

call the “Kartu Indonesia Pintar”,
the “Indonesia Smart Card”. We
gave this to 10 million poor
students. [ want all Indonesians to
prosper equally.

QAnother thing I remember when I
sawyou in December 2013 was an
uncompleted highway we visited
and how you subsequently

you have. Why is it so important to
you?

A Without good infrastructure, it :
i emerged for Indonesia is the halal

: market. What are your thoughts on
i this?

i AThe halal market has huge global :
. What was the most important

i factor?

i A Participation by the people and
! localgovernment was crucial. We

: wereable to coordinate their

: efforts with the central

i government. We want to plantand
: rehabilitate mangrove forests. Our
i targetis 630,000 hectares.

i Mangrove forests canabsorb four

: times the emissions as compared

: withnormal forests. Indonesia has
: the largest mangrove forests. We

: have 3.36 million ha, the biggest in

i theworld.

willbe hard for Indonesian
products to compete with other
countries. Also, infrastructure
must be developed to ensure that

development reaches all corners of
i majority country, Indonesia must
: notonlybeaconsumer. We have

i thepotentialtobe a supplier for

: theglobal halal market. That is

: whyweare now preparing

: infrastructure to support our

: entry, including by settingupa

¢ bankfor fundingand

i capacity-building for halal

i products, Indonesia shariah

i bankingservicesis progressing,

: both for our state-ownedand

i private banks. And as the global

¢ Muslim population continues to

i grow,and Muslim-majority

: countries become more

i prosperous, there willbe more

: demand for halal products.

i Indonesiamustbe ready for this.

Indonesia. We must ensure
sustainable economic growth. It's
notonly about building roads,
portsand airports, It is about
building the whole nation.
Infrastructure to me also means
building civilisationand culture. It
meansincreasing national
competitiveness. It means equity
and social justice, uniting the
Indonesian nation from Sabang to
Merauke.

Weare working to connect our
economic hubs, thereby
improving the people’s economy,
especially for farmersand
fishermen, Andinvestors have
responded positively to our
efforts. In the World Bank’s Ease of
Doing Business rankings,

Indonesia’s standing has increased ! A !
i promoting economic growth and
i taking care of the environment. How

significantly from 120 in 2014, to
73in2019.

Also, for the first time since 1997, :
i A Life is about balance. Economic :
: development isimportant. But

i protecting the environment is also

international rating agencies have
acknowledged Indonesia’s
sovereign credit rating as

T

i “investmentgrade”. Thisisvery
: important, because we want to

i buildthe trust of both

people. And then we have whatwe :
i ownpeople,

internationalinvestors and our

i QAreyou happywiththe levelof
i foreigninvestment that has come
tin?

¢ ATam. But I always tell my minis- :
: ters:youmust bring more

: investment to Indonesia. To build
¢ industries and factories, to create
: jobs.Thelast pointisvery
completedit. Not many leaders have :
emphasised hard infrastructure like :
: QYou've not hesitated to look for

i newmarket opportunities. One new

important.

market opportunity that has

potential. As the largest Muslim

Q There’s always tension between

do you resolve this?

: equally important. Development

i mustbe done in asustainable

: manner so that the future

i generations can enjoy both nature
. anddevelopment.

Indonesiaalso doesn’t want to

! bestuckinrhetorical arguments
i when discussing environment or
: climate issues. We have chosen to

work to fulfil our commitments.

: Thiswill benefit the people of
: Indonesia and the world.

For example, we worked hard to

i reduce forest fires. In 2020, forest
: fireswere brought down by 82 per
: centcomparedto the previous
year. Weworked hard at this,

¢ without fanfare or rhetoric.

REDUCING FOREST FIRES

i @ What is the one most important

thing you did to reduce forest fires?

i QYour move to end the fuel

: subsidies on petrolas well as to

: reform labour laws were politically

: contentious. What gave you the

i couragetocarry out these

: unpopular initiatives?

+ A Talways put the interests of the
i people first. This often means

: making tough decisions. But these

willimprove things in the long run.

: Reformis notan option, buta
i necessity. I chose toreallocate the

INFRASTRUCTURE Workers on a hydraulic mobile platform at a work site to build the Jakarta-Bandung High-Speed Railway in West Java, Indonesia. For President
: Joko Widodo, infrastructure must be developed to ensure that development reaches all corners of Indonesia. PHOTO: BLOOMBERG
havewon two presidentialelections. :

e

: funds saved from oil subsidies to

upport more profitable
rogrammes, such as
nfrastructure development. This
wasabetter choicein the long run
because it will stimulate the
conomy and create more jobs.
Another example is the Omnibus
Law for Job Creation. When I asked
Parliament to approve it, students
rotested against the Bill. Butit
wasnecessary. The Omnibus Law
hasamended over 70 overlapping
egulations. Ithas made the
business and investment process
n [ndonesia much simpler and
aster. Withoutsucha
breakthrough, Indonesia won’t be
ble to compete with other
ountries.

Q/knowyou've been a champion of
Pancasila, Indonesia’s state
deology. Itis a strong pillar which
nabled the founding fathers of
ndonesia to keep the country
ogether. But the challenge in many
ountries today, including
ndonesia, is the rise of religious
xtremism. How have you met this
hallenge ? How do you hope to
afeguard Pancasila? How do you
xplain the relevance of Pancasila to
he young people?

A Indonesia was born as a diverse
nation. Our founding fathers
nderstood this. Indonesia’s
diversityisablessingand an asset
hat must be preserved. Therefore,

Pancasilaasits state ideology and
o have religious organisations
hatacceptdiversity. The
overnment, together with the
eople of Indonesia will maintain
our diversity and respectit.

We always explain to the young
heimportance of Pancasila. We
have 714 ethnic groups and 1,300

ocal languages. Every year, during

i ourIndependence Day
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i celebrations, Iask all Indonesians

owear local traditional costumes,

verse weare,

US-CHINARIVALRY

Q The world is worried about the
growing geopolitical contest
between the United States and
China. 've written a book, Has
China Won? on the subject. All
South-east Asia, including
'ndonesia, will be affected by this
contest. Most countries in the world
want to be good friends with both
China and the US. What advice
would you give to the leaders of the
USand Chinaon how they should
espect the wishes and interests of
other countries in this contest? How
do you explain to them that we don’t
want to choose either China or the
uUs?

good friends of Indonesia.
ndonesiawants a mutually
beneficial partnership with the
two countries based on
nternational law, In addition to
our economic partnership,
ndonesia’s relations with the two
countries also aim to contribute to
world peace and stability. Perhaps
we cannot avoid competition.
‘Whatwe candoistopreventa
zero-sum game. We must promote
win-winrelations to create
cooperation and collaboration,
especially in challenging times
uchas the current Covid-19
pandemic.

Theworld is facing many
difficult challenges besides the
pandemic, from ensuring
economicrecovery to preventing
climate change and achieving the
ustainable development goals.
My question is: Given today’s

i challenging situation, is this the

i right time for superpower rivalry?
: Thisis my message to all countries.
i For Indonesia, cooperation is the

: bestoption. We areready tobea

i partofthis.

| Qlagreewithyouentirely. We
i should focus on common challenges
: like Covid-19 and climate change.

But difficulties still arise. For
instance, the USsays that if you buy
Huaweiphones, you are no friend of

i theirs. How do you handle

i conundrums like this, such as

i Huaweior military cooperation?

: A For Indonesia, it’s not difficult.
i Aslsaid, ChinaandUSare good

: friends of Indonesia. I haven’t

i heard from the US about Huawei.
¢ Asfor China, they come to

i Indonesia,and theyaskus to let

: thembuildindustries and

i factories. Whyhasn't the US come
: toinvestin factories?

CHALLENGES FOR ASEAN

i QWhenAsean was founded in 1967,
: few expected it to survive and thrive.
i Instead, it has emerged as the

: second most successful regional

i organisationin the world, after the

: European Union. We all know that

i Indonesiais the largest and most

: populous Asean country. It has

i played a major role in Asean’s

: success. In my book, The Asean

i Miracle, Iwrote about how instead

¢ oftrying to dominate Asean, it has

i successfully injected the cultures of
¢ “musyawarah”and “mufakat”, of

i consultation and consensus, into the
: Asean Way. Thisis oneof thekey

reasons for Asean success over the
years. Right now, everyone says that

i Aseanis facing achallenging time.
: Whatdoyou see as the key

challenges facing Asean? How
should Asean deal with them?
A Asean has contributed greatly to
the development of stability,
peace and prosperity in South-east
Asia. Thanks to Asean, there are no
open conflicts in the region, unlike
elsewhere. It's also thanks to
Asean thatits countries have
become centres for global
economic growth. Buildinga
community is not easy. It willbe
achieved only if all Asean nations
hold fast to the principles of the
Asean Charter, Asean hasno
option other than staying solidand
united. If Asean can maintain its
unity, then Asean will maintain its
centrality.

Bymaintaining its centrality,
Aseanwill continue to play its role
as the locomotive for peace and
stability in the region.

Going forward, the challenges

f ¥  willnot grow smaller. Asean must
i ENVIRONMENT Students preparing to plant mangroves in Aceh province. Besides economic development, protecting the environment is also important, says Mr :
i Jokiwi. Development must be done in a sustainable manner so the future generations can enjoy both nature and development. PHOTO: AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

beable to fulfilthe wishes of its

: people. It mustalso be able to

i respond to the changing path of

: the world faster. It must work hard
i tomaintainits relevance,

¢ including looking to the

rom all the different ethnicities, !
o that the young know how di- :
i Aseanmust be able to engage its
: partners to buildapeacefuland

i prosperous Indo-Pacific region

¢ together.

Indo-Pacific asavehicle to
respond to major power rivalry.

i QThe Asean vision of the

¢ Indo-Pacificis inclusive. There is an
i Americanversion of the

i Indo-Pacific which wants to exclude
i China. “Indo-Pacific”itselfis an
 unusualword. What other key

i messages would you like to convey

: totheworld?

: A In Indonesia, we have what we
i call“consensus democracy”.

: DemocracyinIndonesiais not like
¢ democracyin the US or Europe. It

¢ isdifferent. When we have

i different opinions, we talk

: together and find a solution

; i together.

A Both China and the US are two :

¢ QThe early history of Indonesia was
i shaped by two long-serving

: Presidents, Sukarno and Suharto.

i Sukarnowas known for his skilful

: nation-building efforts. Suharto was
: known for his record of economic

i development. When future

i historians write about President

: Joko Widodo, what will they

i highlight as your legacy? What

+ would you like your presidency to be
i remembered for?

i AYou need to ask the people of In-
: donesiaaboutall that. I'm only

i fulfilling the mandate they gave

i me.
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