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Art for all
to enjoy

The democratisation of the arts enriches
not only the public but also artists
who get support and recognition

of Singapore

Deserina Sulaeman

The morning of March 26 was not
justanother sleepy Saturday
morningat the Ion Orchard. A
rather large crowd gathered
outside the Swatch store inthe
mall’sbasement for the launch of
the much-hyped Moon Swatch, a
bio ceramic battery-powered
version of Omega’s collectable
Moon Watches.

Priced at less than one-tenth of
the cheapest version of the Moon
Watches, the Moon Swatch
provides an opportunity for many
people to own awatch that closely
resembles the famed Moon

Watches at a fraction of their price.

While many people would
attribute the huge gatherings
outside Swatch stores across the

phenomenon asareflection of the
public’s heightened interestin the
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democratisation of art and design
: objects.

While the Moon Swatch’s outer

: appearance may closely resemble
: the original Moon Watches, the

: Moon Swatchisbuiltusing

: different materialsand equipped
: witha different engine, enabling

: Swatchto price the watchata

: lower price point. Inaway, the

: enthusiastic buyers of the Moon

: Swatchesreceivea fraction of the
: Moon Watchin the form of its

: original aesthetic design that was
: previouslyaccessible only to those
: who could afford the much higher
: price points.

Objects deemed to possess high

: aesthetic value are often viewed as
: reserved only for the upper class

: andinaccessible to the masses.

: However, lately, there hasbeena

: burgeoninginterest in

: democratising these objects.

Oneway to achieve thisistodo

¢ what Swatchand Omega did,

: whichis offering an opportunity

: for the massesto owna fraction of
¢ the highlyvalued object.

: DEGAS AND NFTS
: Theidea of making works of art

¢ and design objects more accessible
: tothe massesis not new though.

During the Golden Age of the

: Dutchartsinthe17th century,
: there wasa shift from art
globe to the fear of missing outand :
the potential secondary market for :
the watches, Iview this interesting :
: prints and copies of original

: artworks. Rembrandt, a Dutch

patronage dominated by the elite
toart bought by the middle class.
Dutch homes were adorned with

: artist famous for his etching

: technique, produced multiple
: prints from the originalunique
: metal plate. Multiple bronze

: copiesof Frenchartist Edgar

: Degas’sculpture Little Dancer

: were cast from the original wax
: sculpture.

Buying one of Rembrandt’s

: prints orabronze copy of Degas’

: Little Dancer canbe seenas

: owninga fraction of the original

¢ artworks by their famous creators.

Amore recent example is the

: ownership of one non-fungible :
: token (NFT) of a digital work of art. :
: Asthere could be more than one

¢ copy of an original work of art,

¢ eachwithits own NFT, each owner
i of the NFT owns merelya fraction

: of that original artwork. Viewed

: fromthis perspective, ownership

: of atokenisakinto owninga print

: froman original etched metal

. plate.

Making works of art and design

: objectsaccessible doesnot

i necessarilymean creatingand :
: selling copies of an original work of :
: artor design. Providing public

: accesstoworks ofart and design
: objectsisalsoaform ofart

: democratisation.

One example of providing such

: accessisthroughart exhibitions
: and performances in publicly

: accessible spaces suchas

: museums and concert halls. While
i thepublic cannot privatelyown
. the original objects and enjoy them :
¢ intheir own private spaces, public :
: artprovides access forallto enjoy
i theobjects, albeitmerelyata

¢ fractionoftime andata shared

i space.

This gives the public partial

ownership of the artworks and
¢ performancesthrough the shared
. experience of enjoying them.

ARTOUTIN THE OPEN

: Providing publicaccess to works
i ofart canalso occur outside

: museums and concert halls.

i Indeed, in Singapore, there are

i many opportunities to enjoy the
i arts throughout the year.

Events such as the Singapore

i Arts Festivaland Singapore Art
: Week provide a platform for artists :
i toshowecase their works to the

. publicandfoster conversations
: withinterested audiences through :

affordable, sometimes free,

: festival programming. The return

¢ of The Substation with anart

i exhibition opening on Tuesday in

. theheart of town providesa great

i opportunity for the public to enjoy
. theworks free of charge.

In Singapore, the beautiful

An avenue for
democratising
the arts is by
providing
support to
lesser-known
local artists like
Ava Soh, who
created an
artwork in
support of
Ukraine and
tokenised it for
sale. Ukrainian
President
Volodymyr
Zelensky wore
the designed
T-shirt she sent
him during his
virtual address
at the recent
Shangri-La
Dialogue.
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murals painted on the outside
: walls of buildings around the
: island are another public form of

art, oftenreferredtoas street art.
It may often be difficult to

: manage streetart, assome of them
i straddle the fine line between

: publicartand public nuisance,but :
i streetartists should continuetobe :
: provided sufficient opportunities
i todisplay their works of art.

The impact of the works created

. bystreetartists often goes beyond
. justprovidingaccesstoart for the

i masses. Street artists can also help
. push the boundaries of what is

: “art”. Examplesinclude Banksy, a

i yetunidentified freehand graffiti

¢ artist who hasaltered public

. perception of graffiti,and

. Christo andJeanne-Claude, whose
: wrapped buildings have

¢ expanded the definition of art

. installations.

Through continuous efforts and

i excitingstreet artworks, such

. artists have beenable to show that
theirworks, which traditionallydo !
. notfit the definition of art, canalso :
: beviewedasworks ofart.

Anotheravenue for

: democratising the artsisthrough :
: providing support to lesser-known :
i localartists, artisans and
. performers, who provide
: affordable access to the public to
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i ownor experience the original,
. unique works of art they created.

One example was the Candy

. Garden exhibitionat the

. Esplanadelast year. The ceramic

¢ installationart by Ahmad Abu

i Bakarwas on display for the public
. toenjoy free of charge at the

. Esplanade, and the pieces were

. available for sale atthe end of the

i exhibition. For less than $200 per
: piece, one could not only own an

: original artwork byalocalartist,

. butalsosupport the Esplanade in
: its mission to promote the artsto

. the public.

Another exampleis AvaSoh,a

: younglocal artist who recently

i created anartworkin support of

: Ukraine and tokenised it for sale.

i This highlights the potential of

: recent technologieslike NFTsto

: accelerate arts democratisation by
. providinga platform for
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: market their designs toa global
: audience.

lesser-knownartists to display and

What does arts democratisation

: meantoyou? Thereisnoright or
: wronganswer to this question.

i Perhapsartdemocratisation

: meansbeingable to own part ofa
: famouswork of art or design

. object.

I chose toadopt some of the
candy-coloured ceramics from the

i Candy Garden exhibitionatthe
: Esplanade for several reasons.

Most importantly, to me, art

i democratisation means

i supporting independent artists,

. artisansand performers to develop
¢ their craftsmanship to produce

i excitingworks of art for the

. masses,andallow themto

i continue to experiment and push

¢ theboundaries of the arts.

By adopting from the Esplanade,

: Tamalso supportingan

i organisation that provides

. accessible art to the masses. Lastly,
: the whimsical ceramic pieces

¢ continue to cheer me up and

. inspireme tobe creative and

. resourcefulin my own work.

¢ @ DrDeserinaSulaeman is alecturer

inthe department of finance at the
National University of Singapore

i Business School.She has a passion
¢ fortheartsand has worked for arts
: organisationsin North America.

i ® Wewelcomecontributions tothe
i Sunday Views column. Write to us at
: stopinion@sph.com.sg



