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Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong at the National Young Leaders Fellowship award ceremony on June 17. The Institute of Policy Studies survey showed 60 per cent of respondents trust the Government

has the best possible 4G leader to navigate divisions within society and 59 per cent trust Mr Wong is the best possible 4G leader to navigate Singapore’s dealings with other countries. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO

Trust in leadership and recovery

The Institute of Policy Studies polled people to see
if they trusted the Government's leadership to bring
Singapore forward through Covid-19. Here are some

of the survey results.

6in 10 trust Wong
is best 4G leader to

Mike Hou and Ms Fiona Phoa from
the IPS Social Lab.

Less than half of the respondents
with a post-secondary education
qualification or lower had high
trust that Singapore had the best
4G leader, compared with the
nearly 60 per cent among those
withadegree or higher.

“Higher-educated respondents
took the lead in terms of expressing
their support and confidence in the
4G leader, the 4G leadership. This
was interesting to note because
this particular demographic tends
tobe a bit more sceptical of govern-
ment policies, based on what we
have seen so far,” Dr Hou said at a
briefing on the study yesterday.

“We think that it is in particular
because DPM Wong has been quite
effective in addressing some of the
considerations and concerns of
this demographic.” Dr Hou added
that these included concerns onis-
suesto dowith social cohesion that
emerged during the pandemic,
suchasrace andreligion.

The survey also found that those
who were more satisfied with how
the Government handled the pan-
demic had more trust in DPM
Wong’sleadership as well.

Around 83 per cent of those who
had high satisfaction in how the
Government handled the pan-
demic had greater trust that it has
the best possible 4G leader.

This compared with 14 per cent
of those who had low satisfaction,
and 54 per cent of those who had
moderate satisfaction.

Rising costs of living as well as
the impending goods and services
tax (GST) hike, which will rise
from 7 per cent to 9 per cent in the
next two years, also influenced the
levels of trust in DPM Wong.

About two in three respondents
with low levels of worry about the
GST increase had higher trust that
the Government has the best possi-
ble 4G leader, compared with less
than half of those with higher lev-
els of worry.

The researchers said that as the
study was done online, this meant
that certain segments of the popu-
lation - older people and those
from lower-income households -
were less represented, which lim-
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i About six in 10 Singaporeans trust

which polled about 2,000 respon-
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gender and race. About 500 people
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:  Mr Wong also had more support

many Singaporeans.

In April, Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong announced that Mr
Wong - then Finance Minister and
whois now also Deputy Prime Min-
ister — would lead the People’s Ac-
tion Party’s 4G team.

Mr Wong, the researchers noted,

b D

DR MIKE HOU, from theInstitute of
Policy Studies Social Labwho is also
oneofthe study's authors.

About 75 per cent of those who
had better mental health felt confi-
dent that the country was well pre-
pared for the next pandemic, com-
pared with only 52 per cent of
those who had lower psychological
well-being.

And 82 per cent of those who
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trusted that the Singapore Govern-
ment has the best possible 4G
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ble 4G leader, said the study’s au-
thors, Dr Mathew Mathews, Dr
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