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The danger
of politics in
a post-truth
world

Tan Ern Ser

Just as socialist thinker Karl Marx
said that within capitalism lie the
seeds - referring to opposing class
interests — of its own destruction,
one may also argue that every so-
ciety could have seeds that relate
to other sources of social divisions
such as age, race and religion.

The critical thing is to not allow
those seeds to germinate to de-
stroy our preferred social order.

My top concern today is polarisa-
tion in politics, and the inability of
certain interest groups to manage a
decent conversation with others
and arrive at a consensus for the
good of society.

Watching America’s descent
from beacon of democracy and
“city on the hill” status to its cur-
rent trending towards authoritar-
ianism, I am convinced that Singa-
pore, and the wider Asian society,
needs to stay united to move for-
ward for the sake of its people.

At the moment, there is a tend-
ency on all sides to play the zero-
sum game, but it is the responsibil-
ity of all - particularly those in
power - to reach across the gallery

and do what is good for the coun-
try.
The big difference between now
and even a decade ago is the im-
pact social media is having on so-
ciety. In a post-truth world, politics
becomes more complex as consen-
sus becomes hard to come by. It ap-
pears that people do not seek an
informed, critical mindset, that
they wish to believe in disinforma-
tion. The inability to listen and
work towards finding common
ground is one of the great fault
lines of the age.

Asia today has no shortage of
fault lines, with age, gender, sex-
uality, race and religion being
just some. Another emerging fault
line is between the aged and the
rest. Some years ago, I wrote about
an intergenerational war as the
young in some places rebel against
having to provide and care for ol-
der folk. I hope Singapore will nev-
er go in that direction.

The neighbourhood we live in
has a mixed record; under Presi-
dent Joko Widodo, Indonesia has
managed rather well in putting a
lid on some of the fissures, such as
radical versions of religion. On the
other hand, race and religion ap-
pear to have become more signif-
icant in a divisive way in Malaysia
today than some decades ago. The
way political parties are shaping
themselves, it appears these issues
will only lead to greater polarisa-
tion with time.
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