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Th MOH c In an effort to slow the rapidly escalating cost of cancer, the Ministry of Health (MOH)
e a ncer introduced the Cancer Drug List in 2022. Only treatments on that list can be subsidised, and
@ can be paid for by MediShield Life and Integrated Shield Plans. Cartoonist Sonny Liew, Associate
Drug Llst: What Professor Ravindran Kanesvaran from the National Cancer Centre Singapore and Straits Times
senior health correspondent Salma Khalik explain the rationale behind the MOH Cancer Drug

it mea ns to you List and how it impacts cancer treatment here. This visual explainer was commissioned by the

NUS Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health and the Singapore Cancer Society.
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LEFT UNCHECKED,
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PRUSS BY 2030, SEVEN
TIMES WHAT WAS SPENT
N 2019/
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BUT THEY ARE AN OPTION THAT POCTORS PO
TURN TO IN MANY AREAS OF HEALTHCARE.

OFF-LABEL PRUS PRESCRIPTIONS CAN BE
CONTENTIOUS, S THEY ARE USER WITHOUT
ROBUST EVIPENCE THAT THEY WORK.

SUCH CRSES OFTEN INVOLVE
OFF-LABEL PRU& VSE.

THERE ARE PATIENTS WITH RARE CANCERS
WHO FEAR THAT THEIR COSTLY LIFE-SAVING
TREATMENTS WILL NO LONGER BE COVERED.

\F THE USUAL OFTIONS
FAIL, OTHER TREATIRENTS
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S0 THEIR USAGE MAY NOT BRING ANY
BENEFITS, ANZ MAY EVEN BE HARMFUL.
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PLUS ARANEE OF
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
EXISTS N THE PUBLIC

THERE ARE JUST FEWER
ECONOMIC INCENTIVES 10
PEVELOP OR SEEK APPROVAL
FOR PRUES FOR RARE
DISEASES.
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INSURANCE COMPANIES HAVE ALSQ FOR ALL THAT, SOME WILL STILL BUT ULTIMATELY, MOST ONCOLOGISTS BELIEVE .WHICH 15 PERHAPS A KINP OF SUCCOUR WHEN
CATESORISEDP NON-CPL- PRUGS BASED ON FALL THROUEH THE CRACKS... THAT THE CPL WILL, 1N THE LONG RUN, ALLOW FACING THE CHALLENGES PRESENTED BY THIS
STRENGTH OF SUPPORTING EVIPENCE, S0 THE VAST MAJORITY OF CANCER PATIENTS TO &ET COMPLEX, TERRIBLE ANP OFTEN FATAL PISEASE.
PEOPLE WITH RIPERS™ MAY HAVE TREATMENTS THE TREATMENT THEY NEED AT LOWER CQST...

WITH STRONGER EVIPENCE COVERED.

I'M THE
EMPEROR OF
AL MALADIES!

BEESWAX!

'S A
VERY SHALL
NUMBER!

-.ANP THEIR LOSSES MAY BE A REMINDER THAT
THE TRAZE-OFFS WE MAKE AS A SOCIETY CAN
BE FELT IN VERY PERSONAL TERMS.

*Less than half of residents here opt for
" riders due to the higher premiums. 'E:‘,‘ o
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