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Total Defence cannot remain a
static concept and must adapt to
new challenges and threats, as Sin-
gapore’s unity may be tested by the
geopolitical environment, Senior
Minister of State for Defence Zaqy
Mohamad said.

Total Defence is the concept that
the defence of the country involves
every Singaporean playing a part,
individually and collectively, to
build a strong, secure and cohesive
nation.

Mr Zaqy was delivering the key-
note address at the inaugural Total
Defence Convention on April 25 in
conjunction with the 40th anni-
versary of Total Defence.

He said the theme of the conven-
tion - Building Societal Resilience
and Readiness in Crises and Dis-
ruptions — was a reminder that To-
tal Defence is not just about crisis
response, but also about consis-
tently building up the Republic’s
resilience and readiness.

“This must be cultivated over
time, even as we enjoy peace and
stability here in Singapore,” he
added.

Mr Lim Siong Guan, who intro-
duced Total Defence in 1984 while
he was head of the civil service and
permanent secretary (defence),
said at the convention that, of the
six pillars of Total Defence, he con-
siders psychological defence the
most important one, as Singapo-
reans must have the will to defend
the country using the instruments
and capabilities available.

The other pillars are military,
civil, economic, social and digital
defence.

He suggested that there must be
regular reviews of how Total De-
fence can be kept relevant for suc-
cessive generations, using events
around the world to show how the
concept is applicable back home.

“If you want people to have the
sense of determination, or resi-
lience, or conviction of standing up
for Singapore, you need to make
Total Defence part of daily life, fo-
cusing upon things that are hap-
pening around the world,” he told
reporters on the sidelines of the
convention.

Speakers at the two plenary ses-
sions at the convention included
some from Sweden, New Zealand
and Germany, as well as local
speakers from different back-
grounds. The recurring theme in
their presentations was the need to
build up a reservoir of public trust
in public institutions that can be
tapped in times of crisis.

Professor Kenneth Mak, the di-
rector-general of health at the Min-
istry of Health, noted that this was
evident during the Covid-19 pan-
demic in other countries, where a
lack of public trust meant the au-

thorities had trouble persuading
their populations to adopt mea-
sures like getting tested regularly
or being vaccinated.

Echoing that sentiment was Ms
Dawn Yip, the coordinating direc-

tor of the Singapore Government
Partnerships Office.

She told The Straits Times that
the organisation was seeking to
build trust and resilience by ex-
ploring different ways to get Singa-
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poreans to be more engaged in go-
vernance, for example, by using ci-
tizens panels for consultation and
feedback.

“Singaporeans have to commit a
lot more time, a lot more of them-
selves to the exercise, but hopeful-
ly that increases the level of owner-
ship and participation,” she said.

The convention was jointly orga-
nised by Nexus and the National
University of Singapore, and was
held at the university’s Shaw Foun-
dation Alumni House.
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