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Racial and religious harmon
scores rise In Singapore: IPS study

General trend over past 5 to 10 years shows
improvement across broad set of markers

Tham Yuen-C
Senior Political Correspondent

The outlook on racial and religious
harmony in Singapore has im-
proved in the past five years, with
more people here rating the na-
tion’s state of harmony as high or
very high, a recent study found.

At the same time, levels of trust
among people of different races
here have also risen, while more
people agreed that racial diversity
is beneficial for Singapore.

These findings by the Institute
of Policy Studies (IPS) and racial
harmony advocacy group OnePe-
ople.sg signala commitment to the
ethos of multiculturalism that un-

derpins Singapore society, said
Dr Janil Puthucheary, chairman of
OnePeople.sg, at a press confe-
rence on Feb 3.

While there remain areas of con-
cern — such as variations across ra-
cial groups on perceptions of dis-
crimination and a slight decline in
cross-race friendships - Singapore
has continued to improve across a
broad set of markers on racial and
religious harmony, he noted.

“When it comes to social cohe-
sion, institutional trust and racial
harmony, Singapore stands rela-

tively high compared with many
other countries and cities,” added
Dr Janil, who is also Senior Minis-
ter of State for Digital Develop-
ment and Information and Health.

“The general trend over the last
five to 10 years shows continued
improvement — whether in racial
harmony, interest in other cul-
tures or acceptance of different re-
ligions.

“Across the board, these mark-
ers have moved in a positive direc-
tion.”

For the study, released on Feb 3,

researchers polled a representa-
tive sample of 4,000 Singaporeans
and permanent residents aged 18
and above on race, religion and
language between April and Au-
gust 2024.

Similar studies were done in
2013 and 2018.

The 2024 study also found that
each cohort of Singaporeans had
higher expectations for social co-
hesion than those that came be-
fore them, noted Dr Janil.

For instance, younger respon-
dents were more likely to believe

they can learn a lot from other ra-
cial groups, with 70.1 per cent of
those aged 18 to 35 saying that they
agree or strongly agree with this
sentiment, compared with 62.8
per cent of those aged 36 to 50,
and 58.8 per cent of those aged 51
to 65.

On the flip side, younger respon-
dents were also more likely to per-
ceive discrimination.

For instance, 34.7 per cent of re-
spondents aged 18 to 35 said Singa-
porean Malays had to work harder
or much harder than others to
have a basic, decent life in Singa-
pore, compared with 8.6 per cent
of those aged above 65.

Dr Janil noted that people devel-
oped a greater appreciation for
what Singapore has achieved in
terms of social harmony as they
grew older.

That is, the same respondent by
middle age might have changed
his or her view.
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Decline in cross-racial

friendships

among

persistent challenges

FROM Al

While the big-picture indica-
tors had improved, there were
some persistent challenges.

One trend highlighted by the
researchers was a decline in
cross-racial  friendships from
2018 to 2024.

Based on the responses across
all three surveys over the years,
the proportion of respondents
with at least one close friend of
another race had decreased to
53.2 per cent from 55.5 per cent
in 2018.

But this is still higher than the
45.6 per cent recorded in 2013.

Part of the reason is that people
now have fewer close friends,
said Dr Mathew Mathews, IPS’
principal research fellow and
head of its Social Lab.

Overall, respondents had an av-
erage of over six close friends, re-
gardless of race, a decrease from
10 close friends in 2018 and eight
in 2013.

Another area of concern is that
respondents of different racial
and religious groups reported dif-
ferent perceptions of discrimina-
tion, a finding that has persisted
across the three surveys, said Dr
Janil.

For instance, when it comes to
racial harmony, 65.4 per cent of
respondents rated Singapore’s ra-
cial and religious harmony as
high or very high in 2024.

This is up from 57.1 per cent in
2018, when the question was first
asked.

However, this sentiment was
not as strongly felt by minority
respondents, who were more
likely to rate harmony levels as
moderate,

Similarly, while trust levels
have generally increased over the

past decade, over a quarter of
people still do not trust people of
other races.

When asked what proportion of
people from the various races can
be trusted to help if Singapore
faced a national crisis, such as the
Covid-19 pandemic, 72.9 per cent
of respondents indicated that
they trust more than half of at
least one racial group other than
their own in times of crisis.

This was up from 65.5 per cent
in 2018 and 57.3 per cent in 2013,

A still-significant proportion -
27.1per cent - of respondents in-
dicated they do not trust people
of other racial groups in times of
crisis.

While the proportion of peaple
here who expressed trust in Chi-
nese was 77.6 per cent in 2024,
674 per cent expressed trust in
Eurasians.

Given that people were not
asked about their own races, this
shows a trust gap between the
different races that still needed to
be addressed, said Dr Mathews.

Asked about the difference in

perceptions among people of dif-
ferent races, and what this means
for the Government’s race-based
policies, Dr Janil said there was a
continued need for policies such
as the group representation con-
stituency scheme and the Ethnic
Integration Policy in public hous-
ing.
“This study does not directly
address those policy questions,
but it does show us that people
respond to different issues differ-
ently, depending on their race
and religion and other factors as
well, and so the need for some of
those race-based policies contin-
ues to be present,” he said.
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Singaporeans’ views on level of racial
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