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Over $l6m
awarded to 18
projects in
cyber security

Funds support research and innovation
efforts in the field to boost ecosystem here

Zhaki Abdullah
Correspondent

As part of efforts to strengthen
Singapore’s cyber-security ecosys-
tem, the Cyber Security Agency of
Singapore (CSA) on Nov 14 award-
ed more than $16 million to support
18 research and innovation projects
in the field.

Of these, 13 new research pro-
jects were awarded up to a total of
$13.2 million under the Translation
and Innovation Grant 2025, led by
the CyberSG R&D Programme Of-
fice (CRPO).

These projects have produced
solutions that are currently under-
going various stages of research,
testing and real-world implemen-
tation, in collaboration with busi-
nesses and government agencies,
CSA said.

Among the projects was Auto-
S0C, a collaboration between Na-
nyang Technological University
and cyber-security firm Antarex.

AutoSOC is an agentic artificial
intelligence system - which can
act autonomously to make deci-
sions and perform tasks with little
human intervention - designed for
automated security operations
centre applications.

These projects will be incorpo-
rated into Propel-X, a new gener-
ative Al enabled coaching and col-
laboration platform, which con-
nects academia and industry.

Propel-X is a joint initiative be-
tween CRPO and the A*Star Insti-
tute for Infocomm Research,

Another five cyber-security
companies  were  collectively
awarded about $3 million in fund-
ing under the Cybersecurity Call
for Innovation (CyberCall) 2024,
led by the CyberSG Talent, Innova-
tion and Growth (TIG) Collabora-
tion Centre.

Among the five is Singapore-
based Bererdata, which proposed
the development of a model to gen-
erate synthetic data that can safe-
guard people’s privacy, as well as
the confidentiality of their dara.

CyberCall is C5A’s annual chal-
lenge supporting the development
of innovative cyber-security solu-
tions. The awarding of the 18 pro-
jects was announced by Senior
Minister of State for Digital Devel-
opment and Information Tan Kiat
How on Nov K at CyberSG Innova-
tion Day 2025, held at the Sands
Expo and Convention Centre,

Mr Tan noted that since CRPO's
establishment in 2023, up to $40
million in grants has been awarded
to 22 research projects,

To complement the Propel-X
platform, CRPO will launch a white
paper that draws on insights from
past efforts to translate research
intoe practical applications, said Mr
Tan, who is also Senior Minister of
State for Health.

“This paper will offer practical
frameworks to guide researchers
towards deployment-ready inno-
vations,” he added.

“The role of the TIG centre will
also evolve to play a greater role in
shaping the next phase of Singa-
pore’s innovation journey.”

Besides  launching  CyberCall
2025 to “spark the next wave of in-
novative cyber-security solutions”,
Mr Tan said the centre will also
deepen efforts to build a cyber-se-
curity community here,

CyberCall 2025, which was
launched on Nov 14 during the
event, seeks proposals in areas
such as cyber security for Al and
privacy-enhancing technologies.

In the user-driven category, com-
panies are invited to address chal-
lenges posed by organisations such
as the Home Team Science and
Technology Agency, which is seek-
ing the development of a secure in-
formation sharing platform that al-
lows multiple agencies to collabo-
rate on cryptocurrency investiga-
tions while maintaining
operational security.

The TIG centre is a $20 million
joint initiative by NUS and CSA,
with the aim of establishing Singa-
pore as a global cyber-security in-
novation hub.

Realising the full potential of
Singapore’s cyber security requires
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the active participation of the en-
tire community, said Mr Tan.

He called on researchers to use
their expertise to address the Re-
public’s “most complex national
challenges” wvia the CRPO, and
asked industry leaders to take their
most challenging problems to the
TIG centre and actively test and
adopt new solutions,

“Your willingness to embrace
technology and innovation will
drive our collective progress and
ensure that it translates into real-
world impact,” he said.

Mr Tan also invited venture cap-
italists and entrepreneurs to invest
in turning “innovative local solu-
tions into world-class, globally
competitive businesses”.
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