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MP for Tanjong Pagar GRC Foo Cexiang speaking to residents about the proposals for new fixtures at Spottiswoode Park on July 1l. Voting on the

fixtures is from July 11 to 13, and the results will be out in late July. Construction starts from late 2026. ST PHOTOS: GAVIN FOO

Spottiswoode Park

estate renewal
proposals ready for voting

Trial will give residents more say
over how the funds are allocated

Esther Loi

Stone seats, a reflexology pebble
path, a shared pickleball court, a
barbecue pit, spruced up void
decks and a low rock-climbing wall
- these are proposed new fixtures
that Spottiswoode residents can
vote for under a national-first es-
tate renewal trial.

The trial, organised by the Insti-
tute of Policy Studies (IPS) and
Tanjong Pagar Town Council, gives
residents more say in how funds
are allocated, from proposing ideas
to deciding on the upgrades.

These six new fixtures were
shortlisted from 162 ideas that
were brought up during the launch
of Singapore’s first participatory
budgeting trial in the estate in
April, following feasibility checks
in May.

Speaking at the community exhi-
bition showcasing the six shortlist-
ed projects at Block 104 Spottis-
woode Park Road on July 11, Tan-
jong Pagar GRC MP Foo Cexiang
said many residents were prepared
to develop their ideas into fully-
fledged proposals.

He added this showed that resi-
dents need to be given space to
suggest ideas, and that collabora-

Residents looking at proposals under the participatory budgeting component of
the neighbourhood renewal programme for Spottiswoode Park on July 1.

tion between IPS and the town
council was necessary.

Around 400 people attended the
community dinner on the sidelines
of the community exhibition.

A $200,000 budget - which
draws from the Future-Ready So-
ciety Impact Fund administered by
the Tote Board - has been allocat-
ed for this exercise.

Among the final six proposals is
the installation of stone seats at
Blocks 104 and 106 to provide rest
spots for the elderly and those with
reduced mobility, which encourag-
es social interactions. It is estimat-

Tanjong Pagar GRC MP Foo
Cexiang said that this
exercise gives residents a
real say and a real stake in
their neighbourhood,
translating to a stronger
sense of ownership of the
spaces they use every day.
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ed to cost $10,000.

Another idea is the construction
of a reflexology pebble path in
front of Block 103, costing around
$48,000, to promote low-impact
physical activity among residents,
especially seniors.

A shared pickleball court with
removable nets at the existing half
basketball court near Block 108
was one of the ideas, allowing resi-
dents to engage in low-impact
sports while easily switching be-
tween playing pickleball and bas-
ketball.

It will cost about $10,000 for the
conversion of the court, but a
noise-control barrier could cost
$80,000 if residents choose to in-
stall one later.

One proposal involves setting up
a sheltered barbecue pit at the am-
phitheatre, equipped with a water
point, seating and a fan, to encour-
age family bonding and commun-
ity interactions. It will cost around
$120,000.

Another suggestion is to spruce
up void decks at Blocks 103, 104,
105,106,107,109 and 110 to support
the hosting of events and gather-
ings, while strengthening social
bonding. This will cost around
$130,000.

One idea is the installation of a
low child-friendly rock-climbing
wall at Block 103 to promote
healthy living. It will cost around
$150,000.

Together, the six proposals
would cost close to $550,000,
against the $200,000 budget.

Therefore, each household needs
to decide on the proposals it wants
the most - within the budget - by
casting its vote at the Spottis-
woode Park Residents’ Network
office from July 11 to 13.

The results will be out in late July,
and construction of the selected
projects will start from late 2026.

For retired bank executive Low
Wai Mun, 60, who has been a Spot-
tiswoode Park resident for two
decades, the shared pickleball
court and the barbecue pit are fa-
cilities that she can imagine herself
using. She is excited to vote in this
exercise.

Research administrator Mithi-
lesh Mishra, 50, said that the re-
flexology path will promote active
living for elderly residents, while
the low rock-climbing wall will be
fun for children.

Sarada Bulchand, a 47-year-old
professor who has been living in
the estate for seven years, is excit-
ed to finally have a proper facility
to play pickleball. At present, she
plays pickleball in random open
spaces across the estate.

Foo said that this exercise gives

residents a real say and a real stake
in their neighbourhood, translat-
ing to a stronger sense of owner-
ship of the spaces they use every
day.
Separately, the master plan for
Spottiswoode Park’s neighbour-
hood renewal plans was unveiled
at the community exhibition.

Sheltered connections linking
Blocks 103, 104, 106, 109 and 110 to
nearby bus stops, barrier-free ac-
cess ramps across the estate, and
direct pedestrian and cycling links
to the adjacent Rail Corridor were
some of the features picked out
from 26 submissions in the exer-
cise, said IPS.

They were folded into the overall
neighbourhood renewal plans as
they involve larger structural
works.
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