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HBRA specifies restrictions to participation and the persons authorized to give consent 
for minors and adults who lack sufficient intelligence or mental capacity   

• Cannot participate in restricted research

• Research of comparable effectiveness cannot be carried out without the 
participation of this class of persons

• If tissue is removed, primary purpose of removal must be for treatment

Subjects who 
lack sufficient 

intelligence 
or mental 
capacity 

Who can take 
consent for 

these 
vulnerable 

subjects

• Adults who lack mental capacity (in this order of priority)   =>   Donee/Deputy        Spouse         
Adult son/daughter       Parent/guardian        Adult brother/sister          Named person

• Minor  =>  Minor and at least one adult parent/guardian (If IRB waives requirement for 
parent/guardian consent, only Minor’s consent required) 

• Minor without mental capacity / sufficient intelligence  => Deputy / At least one adult 
parent/guardian

Disclaimer:- Use	of	these	materials	are	solely	at	user’s	own	risk.	NUS	gives	no	guarantee	whatsoever	as	
to	completeness,	accuracy	or	timeliness	of	or	relating	to	the	information	in	these	materials	nor	does	
NUS	accept	any	responsibility	for	any	outcome	from	user’s	use	of	this	information.	All	rights	reserved	by	
NUS.	 1st April	2020
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HBRA has specific 
restrictions where 
tissues are removed 
from minors and 
adults who lack 
sufficient intelligence 
or mental capacity

See extract of MOH’s 
2 Mar 2018 Draft 
Human Tissue 
Framework Pre-
Regulation 
Consultation 
presentation 
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Extract of MOH’s 2 
Mar 2018 Draft 
Human Tissue 
Framework Pre-
Regulation 
Consultation 
presentation –
cont’d 


